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Mr. Webb called the attention of the Society to the 
fact, that the publication of Niles's manuscript, " His- 
tory of the Indian and French Wars," which had been 
commenced in volume six of the Society's Collections, 
had never been completed. In a note at the close of 
the portion already printed, the Publishing Committee 
for the year 1837 gave the reader reason to expect that 
the remainder would appear in a future volume. Mr. 
Webb asked for some explanation of the omission, and 
hoped that it might be the pleasure of the Society to 
take some action, with the view of securing the pub- 
lication of the whole of a history so curious and 
valuable. 

After discussion, it was Voted, That the subject 
introduced by Mr. Webb be referred to the Standing 
Committee. 



OCTOBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, the 13th of October, at twelve o'clock, noon, 
at the rooms of the Society, Tremont Street, Boston ; 
Hon. David Sears, one of the Vice-Presidents, in the 
chair. 

In the absence of the Librarian, the Recording Se- 
cretary announced donations from the Massachusetts 
Charitable Mechanic Association ; Trustees of the 
Asylum for the Insane, N.H. ; Trustees of the New- 
York-State Library ; Chicago Historical Society ; Ame- 
rican Philosophical Society ; Harvard College ; Usher 
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Parsons, M.D. ; E. B. O'Callaghan, M.D. ; Rev. Edwin 
M. Stone ; E. A. Davis, Esq. ; Isaac Otis, jun. ; S. C. 
Newman, Esq. ; and from Messrs. Curtis, Deane, New- 
ell, Quint, Eobbins, Shurtleflf, and Webb, of the 
Society. 

In the absence of the Corresponding Secretary, the 
Recording Secretary read a letter from Hon. Theophilus 
Parsons, accepting election as a Resident Member of 
the Society; also a communication from Dr. Charles 
Lowell, accompanying a donation of manuscript pa- 
pers. 

The same officer also read an extract from a brief 
note addressed to him by the Corresponding Secretary, 
requesting him to present to the Society an engraved 
miniature likeness of John Phillips, the first Mayor of 
Boston, which had been put into the hands of the Cor- 
responding Secretary by the late Thomas W. Phillips, 
a few weeks before the decease of the latter. 

Several bound copies of the first volume of the new 
Catalogue of the Society's library were placed on the 
officers' table for inspection by the members. 

The Standing Committee reported a recommendation, 
that the portion of Niles's " History of the Indian and 
French Wars," which had not been published in the 
Society's Collections, be printed at the earliest oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr. RoBBiNs communicated a note from Rev. Charles 
Lowell, D.D., requesting him to lay before the meeting, 
and to present, in his name, to the Society, the subjoined 
copy of a letter from Ralph Izard, the eminent senator 
from South Carolina, who enjoyed the confidence of all 
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parties in the Senate. It was addressed to Hon. J. 
Lowell, the father of the donor ; and was dated Phila- 
delphia, 23d of October, 1782. 

Philadelphia, 23d October, 1782. 

Dear Sir, — I received by Mr. Tracy the letter you were 
so good as to write me, and am obliged to you for the trouble 
you have taken about the publication. The matter seems to 
have subsided ; and therefore it will be unnecessary to trou- 
ble either you or myself any more about it. I am not, 
however, insensible of the unjustifiable liberty taken by the 
gentleman you mention. He seems, by his indiscretion, to 
have brought himself into trouble; and certainly the best 
thing he can do, both for his own sake and that of his friends, 
will be to withdraw himself, as soon as possible, from the 
attention of the public. The last European letters we have 
are from Amsterdam, of 23d August. 

Mr. Grenville had returned to London; and Mr. Fitzher- 
bert, the British minister at Brussels, had taken his place as 
plenipotentiary at Paris. This, I believe, is to feel the pulse 
of the cabinet at Versailles. I do not think that the King of 
England is yet seriously disposed to make peace on those 
terms which alone can be accepted by this country. The 
combined fleet are said to be gone to Cadiz. Lord Howe 
will probably attempt the relief of Gibraltar. His num- 
bers are inferior to those of the allies; but the latter con- 
sist chiefly of Spaniards, and therefore I feel a want of 
confidence in them. Besides, they are commanded by Don 
Louis Cordova, a Spanish admiral, who is not, in general, es- 
teemed quite as good an ofiicer as his opponent. We flatter 
ourselves, that, in the course of a fortnight, we shall receive 
accounts of the evacuation of Charlestown, as we have intel- 
ligence from New York that a considerable number of trans- 
ports are gone thither for the purpose of bringing off the 
garrison. It is high time that our unhappy country should 
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be relieved from her distresses. Your State, at present, is 
very respectably represented : but I am very sorry to find 
that Mr. Jackson purposes to set out soon for Boston ; and 
the more so, as I cannot learn that there are any hopes of our 
seeing you here this winter. It certainly is of considerable 
importance that your State should be kept properly and con- 
stantly represented ; and I wish it were convenient for Mr. 
Jackson to stay until the arrival of his successor. Pray, pre- 
sent my best regards and compliments to Mr. Adams ; and I 
beg you will be assured that I am, with very great regard, 
dear sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

R. Izard. 

Hon. J. Lowell, Esq. 

Mr. E.. Frothingham, jun., presented the following 
copy of a letter from William Ellery, dated 27th March, 
1775, — referred to in the volume of Proceedings for 
the years 1855-8, on page 282, — which he was unable 
to find when the record of the meeting, at which it was 
read, was prepared for the press. 

Newport, March 27, 1775. 

Dear Sir, — I received your letter ; but it was a day too 
late to answer your purpose. However, the letters and news- 
papers have been, and I believe will be, serviceable to the 
good cause. The great man came to the last meeting with 
a spirit much more humble than that which inflamed him 
when he bullied us all. In short, he was condescending, and 
so were we ; and we settled the matter with mutually promis- 
ing that we would not drink tea, nor suffer it to be used in 
our families. He was very much afraid that he should be 
posted, and his father thereby turned out. 

You did not write a word about , neither have I 

received any answer to my letter. As you have a good 
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opportunity (the court sitting), I hope you will find out fully 
the sense of the county. What sort of a figure would our 
chairman make at the head of a prox ? Put that question to 
such persons as you think proper ; and find out what persons 
it will be proper, in the several towns in Providence County, 
to send proxies to. I know you have a good deal of business 
to engage your attention ; but some of your time you may 
give to your country. You must exert yourself. To be ruled 
by Tories, when we may be ruled by sons of Liberty, — how 
debasing ! Connecticut turned out Governor Fitch — one of 
her first politicians, and who had done her the greatest ser- 
vices — because he favored the Stamp Act. In the Massa- 
chusetts, there are not more than two Tory representatives. 
You must rouse up all that is Roman in Providence. There 
is liberty and fire enough : it only requires the application of 
the bellows. Blow, then, a blast that will shake the county. 
Talk of peace ! — there shall be no peace, saith my soul, to 
the wicked. Talk of union ! — do the Tories want to see us 
united ? I had rather see the ship in a hurricane, and hazard 
an escape, than to have her any longer piloted by an enemy 
to liberty. Throw something into the press to convince the 
people, where you are, of the danger we are in from a Tory 
administration, and don't be afraid of seasoning it highly. 
People who have weak appetites must be warmed. " Amicus 
Plato, amicus Socrates ; sed magis amica Patria, magis arnica 
Libertas." Samuel Bours made a confession ; but it was not 
particular enough. We expect something to-morrow evening 
more satisfactory. The conduct of the Committee, though not 
so firm and severe as I could have wished, hath had a good 
effect. It gave a home -blow to the baneful herb. It was 
said that John Jencks of Providence drinks tea. There is 
no doubt that Mr. Hopkins drank it when he was at Newport. 
You remember what was said in the Committee. Since that, 
George Gibbs said, before me and several others, that James 
Clark (naval officer) told him that Mr. Hopkins drank tea at 
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the Governor's, when he was last at Newport. Such examples 
are pernicious. If a delegate of the Congress, who associated, 
under the ties of honor, virtue, and love of his country, not 
to use that poisonous plant after the 1st of March, doth 
drink it, what will not others do? This imprudent conduct, 
to say no worse of it, gives me great concern. Let others do 
as they may : let us, my good friend, preserve a consistency 
of character ; let us act uniformly, and for our country. If 
we fail, we shall have the approbation of our consciences; 
if we succeed, we shall have the approbation of our country. 
'Tis not in mortals to command success : but we can do 
more ; we can deserve it. 

I am yours affectionately, 

William Elleby. 

Make the best apology to Tom Green you can for my not 
writing him. You have seen a court. 

Mr. Washburn communicated a personal narrative of 
the experience and sufferings of Solomon Parsons, a 
soldier in the battle of- Monmouth. 

Mr. Webb communicated a paper relating to the time 
and place of the introduction of gas into the United 
States. 



NOVEMBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day (Thursday), the 10th of November, at the rooms 
of the Society, in Tremont Street, at twelve o'clock, noon; 
the Hon. David Sears, one of the Vice-Presidents, in 
the chair. 

In the absence of the Librarian, the Eecording Secre- 



